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Learning order

NOTE WHEN WHAT IT DEMANDS

G First The gateway note. Smallest voicing leap from the standard range, most consistent fingerings across

horns.

G#/Ab Later Often the least stable note in the lower altissimo. Easier once G and A are both secure.

A Second Needs a noticeably higher tongue position than G. Where sloppy voicing stops working.

Bb Third Usually speaks readily once A is solid. Fingerings start diverging more sharply between horns.

B Fourth Needs genuinely stable air support to hold. Sits sharp if you compensate by biting.

C Fifth A common practical ceiling for intermediate players, and enough for most repertoire.

Above C Last Increasingly instrument- and setup-specific. Published sources disagree most here.

Two routes into the register

Natural overtones

Finger low Bb and hold it completely still. Change the shape of

your mouth until the note lifts to the octave, then the twelfth, then

higher. Builds the widest voicing range and the most control. Ten

minutes daily beats an hour weekly.

Overblowing in 6ths and 9ths

Finger anything from written A above the staff up to high F#, then

overblow it. The pitch lands roughly a sixth above, or a ninth if you

push further. Faster into the register, and it shows where altissimo

fingerings come from.

Voicing in one line

The fingering makes the note possible. Your voicing decides whether you get it.

Tongue arches towards "ee" for higher partials, drops towards "aw" for lower.

Jaw pressure stays where it is for a middle D — if the note only speaks when you bite, you have not learned to voice it.

When it will not work

Nothing comes out Oral cavity too open, air too slow. Raise the back of the tongue towards "ee". If voicing feels right,

suspect a leak.

Drops to the fingered note Tongue too low, so the fundamental wins. Do not blow harder. Find the pitch as an overtone first.

Jumps too high Voicing overshot to the partial above. Ease the tongue down slightly - the adjustment is smaller than

you think.

Squeaks or cracks Usually a finger not sealing, or a palm/side key brushed by the hand. Check hand position before

embouchure.

Thin and sharp Biting. Set the jaw where it sits for a middle D and let the tongue arch do the work.

Fingerings differ on every saxophone. Get the chart for your horn — alto, tenor, baritone or soprano:
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